8th Grade NONFICTION and Historical Fiction 

Extra Credit Reading List

The 7 Best Things (Smart) Teens Do by Friel, John C, Ph.D. & Linda D. Friel, M.A.

Practicing psychologists  (158.1 Fri)

This book, written by professionals in the field, is a teen’s guide to happiness and success, a unique road map from the teen years to adulthood.

33 Things Every Girl Should Know  Bolden, Tonya, editor   (155.2)

Stories, songs, poems, and smart talk by 33 extraordinary women of all ages who all have one thing in common: they’ve picked up some clues along their journey and want to share them with you.

50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet by Denenberg, Dennis and Lorraine Roscoe

(920 Den)

These are the stories of admirable Americans men or women, young or old, past or present, living or dead whom you can look up to as American heroes.

Across America on an Emigrant Train by Murphy, Jim  (385 Mur)

This is a unique and compelling look at the Americans who persevered to build the railroad that moved the country into the twentieth century. 

Across Five Aprils by Hunt, Irene  (F Hun)  … based on history

This is the unforgettable story of young Jethro Creighton who comes of age during the turbulent years of the Civil War.  The book is filled with bloodshed, hate, and tears, but also with love, loyalty, and compassion.

After the Dancing Days  by Rostkowski, Margaret I.  (F Ros … based on history)

A forbidden friendship with a badly disfigured soldier in the aftermath of WWI forces thirteen-year-old Annie to redefine the word “hero.”

Air Raid – Pearl Harbor by Taylor, Theodore  (940.54 Tay)

The dramatic story of December 7, 1941, when the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor in a daring attack that took the entire world by surprise.

Alive: the Story of the Andes Survivors by Piers Paul Read  (910.4 Rea) WORTH 2 BOOKS

Their plane crashed high in the Andes.  Their only shelter was the plane’s shattered fuselage.  They went from 32 survivors down to 16 in this unforgettable account.

And One for All by Nelson, Theresa  (F Nel … based on history)

Geraldine’s close relationship with her older brother Wing and his friend Sam changes when Wing joins the Marines and Sam leaves for Washington to join a peace march.  This is homefront conflict during the Vietnam War.

April Morning by Fast, Howard  (F Fas… based on history)

You are there alongside a young man holding a musket, expected to shoot to kill British redcoats, his baptism by fire at the April 19, 1775 battle of Lexington.

Beyond the Burning Time by Lasky, Kathrine    (F Las … based on history)

Written with frightening immediacy, these events of 1692 tell of the horrors of the Salem witch trials when local villagers believed they had spells cast on them by witches, local residents whom they named.

Code Talker  Bruchac, Joseph   (F Bru … based on historical research)

After being taught in a board school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become code talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.

Crime Scene: the Ultimate Guide to Forensic Science by Platt, Richard  (362.25 Pla)

Illuminating the science behind forensic detection, Crime Scene explores and explains every aspect of this compelling subject.

Daniel Half Human and the Good Nazi by Chotjewitz, David  (F Cho… based on history)

In 1933, best friends Daniel and Armin admire Hitler, but as Daniel learns he is halfJewish, the friendship is threatened as is their life in Hamburg, Germany.

Facing the Lion: Growing Up Maasai on the African Savanna by Lekuton, Joseph  (916.762 Lek)

A member of the Maasai people describes his life as he grew up in a northern Kenya village and traveled to America to attend college.  (Ties in with Ben Mikaelsen’s book Countdown.)

Father Water, Mother Woods: Essays on Fishing and Hunting in the North Woods by

Paulsen, Gary  (799 Pau)

These essays recount Gary Paulsen’s adventures alone and with friends along the rivers and in the woods of northern Minnesota where fishing and hunting are serious business requiring skill, secrets, and inspiration.

A Fence Away from Freedom by Levine, Ellen  (940.53 Lev)

After the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941,  President Roosevelt signed an executive order that forced many Japanese Americans to evacuate their residences and relocate to U.S. prison camps.  This is their story.

Freedom’s Sons (Amistad Mutiny) by Jurmain, Suzanne    (326 Jur)

This is the true story of the only successful slave revolt in American history.  In 1839, 53 Africans aboard the Cuban slave ship  Amistad broke out of their chains and took over the ship.

Freedom Train (Harriet Tubman) by Sterling, Dorothy  (F Ste… based on history)

Biography of the escaped slave who risked her life many times helping other slaves to freedom on the Underground Railroad.

Got Issues Much?  Celebrities Share Their Traumas and Triumphs by Reisfeld, Randi and 

Marie Morreale  ( 920 Rei)

Real life stories from your favorite stars are shared concerning friendship; body and self-image; relationships; family; money, school and health; loss; and disappointment and defeat. 

Hana’s Suitcase by Levine, Karen  (940.53 Lev)

This is the biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, but more than that it is also the story of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about Hana’s life after Hana’s suitcase was sent to her.  The story is told in alternating chapters.

Hidden Evidence by Owen, David   (362.25 Owe)

Forty true real life crimes are presented and the facts on how forensic science helped solve them. 

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti

This award-winning book is the riveting and often chilling tale of a generation of young people who devoted their energy and passion to the Hitler Youth Organization and left an indelible mark on world history.

Hugh Glass, Mountain Man by McClung, Robert   (F McC … based on history)

In 1823 Hugh Glass was on a hunting expedition for the Rocky Mountain Fur Company when he was brutally attacked and mauled by a grizzly bear.  He was left for dead but miraculously crawled over 200 miles through the hostile wilderness of present day

South Dakota to the nearest settlement.

I Never Met an Animal I Didn’t Like by Foster Rory C. DVM  (636.089 Fos)

A Wisconsin veterinarian describes his battle to create the first facility in the Midwest built solely for the treatment and care of injured wildlife.  This is for people who love animals and want to see how one person can make a difference.

Illustrated Catwatching by Morris, Desmond   (636.8 Mor)

Fun for cat lovers, this book with its colored photographs illustrates the author’s fascinating exploration of cat behavior.

Iqbal by D’Adamo, Francesco

This is a fictionalized account of the true story of a Pakistani child who escaped from bondage in a carpet factory and went on to help liberate other children like him until his tragic death at the age of thirteen.

Johnny Tremain by Forbes, Esther

A story filled with danger and excitement, this book tells of the turbulent, passionate times in Boston just before the Revolutionary War.  History comes to life!

The Life You Imagine by Derek Jeter with Jack Curry    (796.357 Jet)

Life’s lessons for achieving your dreams are shared as Jeter tells his own amazing story of how he worked hard and realized a seemingly impossible dream: to play for the 

New York Yankees.

Lyddie by Paterson, Katherine  (F Pat… based on history)

Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Massachusetts in the 1840’s.

Operation Grizzly Bear by Calabro, Marian   (599.74 Cal)

This book describes the 12 year study of grizzly bears done in Yellowstone National Park in which the use of a radio-tracking collar and other innovations added to the scope of human knowledge about the grizzly.

Parallel Journeys by Ayer, Eleanor with Helen Waterford and Alfons Heck (943.086 Aye)

She was a young German Jew.  He was an ardent member of the Hitler Youth.  This is the story of their parallel journey through World War II.

Run, Boy, Run by Orlev, Uri, translated by Hillel Halkin   (F Orl… based on history)

Based on the true story of a nine-year-old boy who escapes the Warsaw Ghetto and must survive throughout the war in the Nazi-occupied Polish countryside.
The Sacrifice by Kathleen Benner Duble

Set during the Salem witch craze, this book is so vivid you’ll believe you are there and you’ll be glad that you weren’t.  This book deals with the devastating effects the witch trials had on real families.

True Adventures of Grizzly Adams by McClung, Robert  (B Adams)

This book recounts the adventures of a nineteenth-century frontier hunter, with an emphasis on his experiences with bears.

Underground Man by Milton Meltzer  (F Mel)

Based on the life of a real person, this novel has 19-year-old Bowen working as a logger on the Ohio River when he meets his first of many runaway slaves and discovers his true calling – abolition.

Voices from Vietnam by Denenberg, Barry  (959.704 Den)

This is a disturbing and illuminating look at what it was like to be in Vietnam.

A Walk Across America by Jenkins, Peter  (910.3 Jen)   WORTH 2 BOOKS

In this unusual travel book disillusioned Peter Jenkins sets off with his dog Cooper to walk across America and learns timeless secrets of life and living from the unique people he meets.

Wallenberg by Marton, Kati  (940.54 Wal)    WORTH 2 BOOKS

This is a fascinating story of an extraordinary man, a gripping biography of the World War II hero who helped thousands of Jews escape the Nazis.

Who Killed My Daughter?  Duncan, Lois   (364.1 Dun)

This is a true story of the mystery author Lois Duncan’s personal search for her daughter’s murderer.  You will both weep and cheer for the feisty mother who seeks answers at any cost.

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare

Puritan neighbors regard the newcomer Kit Tyler with suspicion, fear, and anger when she befriends an old woman accused of witchcraft.  

With Every Drop of Blood by Collier, James  (F Col… based on history)

During the Civil War, the unlikely pair of a rebel boy and a runaway slave help one another to survive.

